Abstract: This counter-mapping project illustrates the areas of intervention of different operations geared toward rescue and enforcement between 2013 and 2015, including the Italian Navy's "Mare Nostrum" search and rescue mission, the EU border agency Frontex's "Triton" enforcement operation, the humanitarian interventions of commercial vessels, and the action of civil-society rescue vessels such as those operated by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF-Doctors Without Borders).
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If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. Broadly speaking, we can identify different phases of this engagement. First, the spectacular "Mare Nostrum" operation was launched by the Italian Navy in October 2013 with the military-humanitarian task of combining border control and rescue at sea. At the end of 2014, however, when Mare Nostrum came to be perceived as a "pull-factor" for migrants by EU member states, it was replaced by Frontex's more limited "Triton" operation, which was specifically designed as a border control operation and not as a search and rescue mission. Following two shipwrecks where more than 1,200 people lost their lives in April 2015, Triton's operational area was extended and the EU launched also the EUNAVFOR MED operation, with the aim of disrupting "smuggling and trafficking" networks. On top of these governmental or inter-governmental initiatives, two main non-governmental actors have also been The picture of the Mediterranean Sea that emerges is that of a highly contested and rapidly evolving border zone, which results in a regime of hierachized mobility.
Contrary to the popular representation of the maritime territory as a homogeneous and lawless expanse sitting outside the reach of state power, the sea appears here as laboratory for the contemporary transformation of the relation between territory, authority and rights, in which different forms of "unbundled sovereignty" (Sassen The military-humanitarian operation Mare Nostrum coordinated by the Italian Navy to rescue migrants at sea was launched on 18 October 2013, soon after two major shipwrecks that caused the deaths of more than 600 people at the beginning of that month. In both cases Italian authorities were accused of fatal delay in rescue operations. i Mare Nostrum marked a significant shift in the way in which military forces were publicly engaged in saving migrants, as for the first time military forces were presented as humanitarian actors in charge of saving migrants at sea. The units deployed by the Italian Navy were one amphibious vessel, two frigates and two corvettes, four helicopters, three planes and unmanned aerial vehicle (Marina Militare 2015) . These operated patrols in the central Mediterranean up to the limits of Libyan territorial waters-and sometimes intervening also inside-in order to rescue migrants in distress and disembark them in the ports of Southern Italy. The monthly cost of the operation for the Italian Navy was about 9.5 million Euros. The operation was also used for intercepting and seizing the so-called "mother-ships" in order to arrest migrants' smugglers, and for identifying migrants-in some cases also by fingerprinting them onboard. The Mare Nostrum operation spurred heavy criticism from several sides. The right-wing in Italy strongly opposed the military-humanitarian operation, accusing it of ferrying "illegal" migrants to the Italian coasts and of constituting a considerable "pull factor" for people fleeing wars. Nostrum, as its primary mission has been that of border control: if assets operating within Triton could be called upon to operate rescue, this would only be a secondary outcome in relation to its primary task. Moreover, Triton's budget has also been much more limited than that of Mare Nostrum-initially 2.9 million Euros a month-meaning fewer available assets. Finally, instead of proactively patrolling the waters immediately off the Libyan coast as Mare Nostrum, Triton's operational area was initially limited to an area extending up to 30 nautical miles from Lampedusa (EU Observer 2014). The prediction of the human rights community that these more limited means and shift in operational priority would lead to more deaths was soon confirmed: on 12 and 19 April 2015 more than 1,200 migrants died in two shipwrecks that occurred close to the Libyan coast when their boats capsized while commercial vessels were approaching them to operate rescue. In the aftermath of these events, the European Council decided to increase the budget of Triton and to extend its operational zone up to 138 nautical miles south of Lampedusa (Frontex 2015) . 
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